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The Center for Chi ld Well-being  is  a program 

of The Task Force for Chi ld Survival  and Devel-

opment and is  funded by The Rober t  Wood 

Johnson Foundat ion.  From i ts  incept ion in 

1999, the Center has recognized that the 

heal thy development of  chi ldren is  not s imply 

a resul t  of  e l iminat ing heal th problems that 

occur in chi ldhood.  Heal thy development re-

quires proact ive nur tur ing of s treng ths and 

posi t ive behaviors ,  sk i l ls ,  and character is t ics .  

This s treng ths-based strategy promotes heal th,  

cognit ive growth,  and socia l  and emotional  

development at  the same t ime i t  helps to 

prevent def ic i ts ,  d isorders ,  and disabi l i t ies .

The Parenting Network

Encouraging strengths in children is every 

parent’s priority, yet finding resources to nurture 

a chi ld's posi t ive development is  of ten t ime-

consuming and difficult. 

The Parenting Network values the parents' roles and 

is dedicated to providing parents with the supports 

they need to improve well-being in children.

What Is the Parenting Network?

8The Parenting Network is a group of experts from 

diverse backgrounds and disciplines committed to 

supporting parents in their efforts to foster positive 

development in children.

8The Network will develop and make available 

products for parents as well as professionals and policy-

makers who work to support parents through programs, 

services, or policies in communities.

How Does the Network Function?

8Communicat ion among Network members 

takes place over the Internet ,  on a password-

protected network (Chi ldLink) ,  and through 

occasional  face-to-face meet ings.

Who Are the Members?

8Members of  the Network are geographical ly  

dispersed and represent a wide array of  organ-

izat ions,  disc ipl ines,  profess ions,  sectors of  

society ,  perspect ives,  and bel iefs .

8Network members are parents, scientists, 

practit ioners, and advocates who are committed 

to helping parents establish sett ings that offer 

children oppor tunit ies to f lourish.

Well-being in children is

more than the absence of

disease and other dysfunctions. 

Child well-being results from 

nurturing strengths and positive

behaviors, skills, and

characteristics that promote

health and adaptive functioning.

Child Well-being


